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Dear Joy,

I saw the movie 2012 and then | happened to see a billboard
that said, “Judgment Day, May 21”°. Now who’s right and
what’s going on? Is the world as we know it coming to an end

Answers to Life’s Hard Questions—
Are You Ready?

and if so what will happen to me?

Since you’ve seen the movie you
no doubt know this but for those
who don’t | found this paragraph
on the website for the movie:
“Never before has a date in his-
tory been so significant to so
many cultures, so many religions,
scientists, and governments. 2012
is an epic adventure about a
global cataclysm that brings an
end to the world and tells the
heroic struggle of the survivors.”

The Mayans predicted that a se-
ries of catastrophic events will
devastate our planet in 2012.
BUT, there’s also the matter of
the billboard evidently posted in
many cities as | saw it in mine,
too—so what do we make of
these conflicting predictions? |
understand your confusion and
your concern as it appears time is
running out for Planet Earth.

For my peace of mind | turn to
the Bible to see what God says. |
believe he knows the end from
the beginning and his Word never
fails to bring enlightenment, com-
fort and peace. These are trying
times anyway and these predic-
tions add one more stick to the

load we carry.

Jesus says quite a bit about the
end of the age. In Matthew 24 he
specifically addresses this topic to
those who would listen. His
words remain there today for any
who will listen and believe. | rec-
ommend you read the entire
chapter but I'll quote a small por-
tion here: “At that time many will
turn away from the faith and will
betray and hate each other, and
many false prophets will appear
and deceive many people. Be-
cause of the increase of wicked-
ness, the love of most will grow
cold. But the one who stands firm
to the end will be saved. And this
gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then
the end will come.” ('vv 10-14)

“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he
is, out in the wilderness,” do not
go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the
inner rooms,’” do not believe it.
For as lightning that comes from
the east and is visible even in the
west, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man.” (vv 26, 27)
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“About that day or hour, no one
knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father.” (v 36)

So you see, from Jesus own
mouth, he tells us no one knows
the exact time of his return to
gather the believers to himself.
Since his death and resurrection,
which we take special note of
this month, people have spent
hours, months, years to try to
determine the day of his return
which will signal the end of the
age.

My question is, why? Why go to
all that effort when Jesus in-
formed us in terms everyone
can understand that predicting
this is a waste of time. For some
it may be curiosity, for some.,,
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“About that day or hour
no one knows, not even
the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the
Father."

Matthew 24:36

perhaps to make themselves
look important—they only wind
up looking foolish when the day
passes uneventfully—and for
others they may want to have
time to prepare for this great,
coming event.

Now, back to Matthew
24, Jesus added,
“Therefore keep watch,
because you do not know
what day your Lord will
come. . . as you also must
be ready, because the Son
of Man will come at an
hour when you do not
expect him.” (vv42, 44)

The other thing to

consider about your readiness
to meet the Lord, is your death.
You don’t know the day or the
hour when you will die. Anyone
of us reading these words might
die before his return. Then
what?

After we die or after he comes
to take us away, we go to one of
two places: either heaven or
hell. This is a fact and you need
to be ready for eternity. All you
have to do is take a quick glance
at the day’s obituaries in the
newspaper. You will see that
people of all ages have passed
away. There’s no escaping this. It
doesn’t matter what age you
are, you could die tomorrow or
even in the next hour. Are you
ready for that great happening?

Another question to consider: is
your friend/neighbor/loved one
ready for either of these coming
events? As followers of Christ ,
his command to us resonates
down through the ages—
“Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father
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and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very

end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19,

20)

| don’t want to sound morbid
but death is a fact of life and
each of us has an eternal destiny.
| want to be firm on one thing

though, God does not send
people to hell. He allows each
one of us to go where we
choose. Some choose life and
some choose death. Why not
choose life? You may think, well
I'll not decide right now, I've got
lots of time but choosing NOT
to choose is choosing. You've
then just decided not to follow
Jesus.

My whole point in answering
your question is to point all of
us to the Savior. We don’t need
to concern ourselves with false
predictions because they are
false; they won’t happen.

We do need to concern
ourselves with being ready.

To be ready is as simple as ABC:

¢ Admit you are a sinner,
". .. for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God."
Romans 3:23
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¢ Believe in your heart
that Jesus Christ died
for your sins and rose
from the dead, ". ..
Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will be saved."
Acts 16:31

¢ Confess with your
mouth that he saves
you now and then tell
someone you trust
about this step you
have taken, ". .. if you
confess with your mouth,
Jesus is Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised
him from the dead you will
be saved." Romans 10:9

The next step is to deter-
mine to live for Christ each day.
To do this it’'s important to:
¢ Read the Bible daily
¢ Pray—which is merely
talking to God every day
¢ Find a Bible-believing
church and attend faithfully
¢ Be available to God for his
leading
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QUESTIONS?7??? Write us.

Sometimes you come up with really hard, tough questions that you don't have the answers to.

At times you’re too embarrassed or uncomfortable to ask your friends and family... and when you are brave enough to

ask the questions, even they don't always have the answers.

You don’t think you have anyone that you can talk to... well now you do.

Genuine Joy Ministries is dedicated to helping you find the answers to life's hardest questions.

Just For Fun

A minister waited in line to have his car filled
with gas just before a long holiday weekend.

The attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of

him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump.

Rose Tyler: Is that why we're here?

"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sorry about the delay. It = ULGEL, (5 ChEG WE s e G [
. . . . at the last minute and save the Earth?

seems as if everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a

long trip." The Doctor: I'm not saving it.

Time's up.

The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my

business.” Dr. Who”-End of the World (2005)

| this newsletter, you can easily add their email address to our mail- |
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mailto:info@genuinejoyministries.org/�
mailto:info@genuinejoyministries.org/?subject=The%20Hard%20Questions�
http://www.genuinejoyministries.org/�

	Answers to Life’s Hard Questions—

	Are You Ready?

	Inside this issue:

	The Hard Questions 

	April 2011

	Volume 4, Issue 3

	Special points of interest:

	Dear Joy,

	I saw the movie 2012 and then I happened to see a billboard that said, “Judgment Day, May 21”. Now who’s right and what’s going on? Is the world as we know it coming to an end and if so what will happen to me?

	Page #

	The Hard Questions 

	Volume 4, Issue 3

	RESOURCES & INFO

	Web Sites:

	EarthQuake Resurrection

	The Day of the Lord: When, How and Why?

	Prophecy

	Is the World Falling Apart?

	Digging Up the Truth in the Land of Truth

	Page #

	The hard questions — Do you have one?

	Volume 4, Issue 3

	Helping you find Genuine joy!

	A publication of Genuine Joy Ministries



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



